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Environmental Public Health Tracking

Welcome Aboard!

Dr. Diang Maluszak

Direclor, Community Health Administration
DHMH

Enviranmental Public Health Tracking (EPHT) wants your input!! Welcome to the project
and thank you for taking the time and effort to contribube to this important initiative, Dur-
ing the next 12 months, Maryland's data managers and data users will have a chance ta
create @ plan for getting the most out of their health and envirsnmental data rescurces,
Your knowledge and experience is needed to make this @ meaningful pian, [ hape you will
Joir us in the Planning Consortiur (3 steering committes with diverse membership) and in
tne IT and Data Users Workgroups which ara currently forming. What will our enviren-
mental health data resources be capable of doing in ten years? Come hélp us create the
visian!

EPHT - The Environment and Health Connection

The enviranment plays an rmportant
rote in health and human davelap-
ment. This factis not lost on aur
society, 35 we spend considerable
effart to prevent and or correct envi-
ronmental hazards and environmen-
taliy-retated ifiness. Many of aur
mast successful public health cam-
paigns have been in response ta en-
wiranmental factors. The sanitation
revolution of the early 20™ Century s
an excelent éxample, Today, it s
commenplace for scientisls to report
discoveries of possible new linkages,
or to-clarify known linkages, between
disease and the environment, and we
oftan hear abaut these in the megia,

Despite the interest in enviranment
health, the fact remains that few of
Ccur monitoning systems for health and
the envirgnmental are used to thelr
full potential. En 2004, the Pew Envi-
ronmental Health Commission con-
cluded that the naticn could da much
more to integrate its health and envi-
ranmental data resources and make
them more valuable in efforts Lo pre-
vent environmentally-related disease.
Building an this report, the Centers (or
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
recently awarded $12.2 million to 20
s1abe and lacal health ‘departments
and 3 schoals of public health to begin

EPHT—Developments in Maryland

cnwironmental pubiic health tracking net-
wiarks and bo increase capacity i environs
mental health.

EFHT is defined as the ongoing coliection,
integration, and analysis of data about (17
health affects, {2} environmental hazards,
and (3} exposure to environmental hazards.
COCs EPHT initiative promates the develop-
ment of state and mational data networks far
direct electronic reporting and linkage of
data about health and the environment, By
integrating data resources, we will be better
able to recegnize and respond to environ-
mental threats. Public health efforts will be
mare afficiént, more timely, and more re-
sponsive to the public,

The Maryland Department of Health
and Mental Hygiene has a 3-year
grant to pursue EPHT in the State.
Maryland’s project will create 2 plan
for anintegrated natwark of data
resources. In order to.do this, a va-
riety of questions will be asked, such
a5 How useful are cur existing data-
bazes? What new irformation tech-
natogies and activities can imprave
their value far environmental health?
What iz the best approach for an in-
tégrated data network? How can we
use data as a strategic public healtn
resource? The project will draw input
from a wide audence, incliding ex-
perts In infarmation technology and
public health, data managers, polficy
makers, and data users from many
disciplines,

Maryland's project has the Tollowing

primary goals:

= Bulld partnerships with stake-

hilders

Ll Assess databases for their utility
in EPHT

. Assess the needs of data users

. Expand laboratory resources for

BXDOSUTES o environmental agents

. Evaluate relevant statutory and

regulatory authorities

. Develop a pian for an EPHT sys-
tem that Integrates databasss,
cormplies with national informa-
tien technology standards, and
enhances bivmonibaring capacity

. Conduct a pilat predect that links
data resaurces

Cperationally, the Marylang project
refies on several teams:

. Staff members from DHMH and
Maryland Department of the Environ-
ment {MDE), This group has
faunched the progect and will con-
tinue to gversee |ts progress and
insure the compietion of tasks. & key
gual of the staff is to insure that col-
labaraticn is routine and that stake-
holders make a large contrioution to
the project,

- & Planning Consortivm. This
greup is an advisory commitiee
whose members indude axperts in
iformation technology, public
heatth, researchers, and other Inter-
ested stakehiolders, Members of the
Planning Consortium are asked to
glve advice regarding the design and
implementation of the project and its
products, They are alsc asked io
helg explain the project o the wider
cammunity and to participate in
WArKgraups,

. Werkgroups. The workaroups
are largely advisary in nature-and will
take on spedial issues in greater de-
tall, Imfermation technology and
data users’ workgroups are planned
imftially,

- The lohns Hopking Center for
Excellence In Envircnmental Public
Health Tracking, Individuals, from
thie Johns Hopking Blocmberg School
af Public Health, will support the ef-
forts of state and local health depar:-
ments thraugh technical expertise,
training, and research,

Thia Blanning Consortium held its kickoff
rmeeling on April 2 at MOE, The project
team joined members of the Johns Hopking
Center lor Excellence in EPHT, Dr, Tom
Burke and Ms. Beth Resnick, in outlining
the national-amd State projects. The Con-
sortium will meet guarierly

The first meeting of the Information Tech-
nelegy {IT) Werkgroup took place on May
21. The members discussed the develop-
ment of a metadata repositery (MDR) for
health and enviranmental databases.
Metadata are descriptions about a data-
base, its purpose, composition, and man-
agemeni. An MOR is considerad to be an
indispensable rescurce for data users and
is-recommended as an 2arly obiective for
the EPHT project.

Participants and interested parties will
socn Be able to check the latest news and
events at the Maryland EPHT website, &
Dutletin board and list-serve are also being
considered to further enhanoe commisnica-
tions,

[n the coming months, the project will cor-
tinue te reach out to individuals ang
greups that might be Interested in the
EPHT cancepl, work with members of the
Planning Consartium, gather existing data-
base inventorias, gasign the MOR. and dis-
tribute surveys in order to collect addi-
tiomal metadata, initiate thé Data Usars'
Workgroup, finalize plans for EPHT training
events scheduled for Fali 2003, and con-
tinue participation in pational workgroups,



EPHT—A GIS Perspective

in today's world, accurate data are needed
to help make everyday decisions. Data
standards and their proper use are impartant
parts of the effart to get the most out of our
databases. Geographical Information Sys-
tems. (GIS) require that different databases
be combeined, and, a5 a result, have been a
driving force in the issues of dats quality and
compatibility,

A GIS combines lavers of infarmation about a
particutar place in order 1o give you a bettar
understanding of that place. The layers of
information you combine will depand on your
purpose, for exarmple, to find the best location
for @ new hospital, track the changesin dis-
2ase rates gver time and space, track
changes in the environment, analyze environ-
mental damage, map demographic pattesns,
and s¢oon,

DHMH Laboratories take on EPHT

Geographic-infarmation systems can greatiy
facilitate the analysis of environmental and
public health data, and their use will be fully
anticipated by the future EPHT plan. State
and |local agencies and academic institutions
are already working extensively with GIS and
data that comply with national and state
standards.

[n support of the EPHT grant, the Division of
Enviranmental Chemistry at DHMH 15 re-
sponsidle for developing and validating test
metheds for the analysis of chlorinated pes-

cides represents zbout 8% of the total pest-
cides used in the Unpited
States and about half af
the total insecticides

most active insecticides in tarms of their
effectiva concentrations.

ticides and the metabolites of arganophos-
phate and pyrethroid pesticides in human
unine specimeans, These compounds can be
evaluated at DHMH using newly purchased
gas chraomatography-mass spectrometry

equipment. ‘Crganophasphate (OP) pestis

used. More than 1000
synthetic pyrethroids
have been synthesized
and made available for
use in today's market,
They are among the

EPHT Calendar—Upcoming Events

DHMH has hired a laboratory scientist to
develop and validate test methods for the
above classes of pesticides in human uring,
The Biomonitoring Labaratory has recelved
training for the equipment and will soon be
ready 1o analyse spacimens,

Meetings and Important Target Dates
eir) = M Fu
L IT Warkgoup Meeting Location: MDE, Adus G0y
2* planning Consortium Meet- gi"ﬁ':lla" S L
ing Lneagg‘ n: MDE, Aqua Room
Distributs |nitial database sur- e
| vey June 2003
| Distribute Initial survey.of Ll
| needs and priorities of data July 2003
|_usars -
EPHT Warkshop for IT and envi- S A e
ronmental health personnel ”‘."’-*"“-'“‘*r_.ma
| EPHT presentations to heatth
care providers Newember 2003
Complete survey analysis and i
Faport Jan Fatr_.z.qi;d
Compiete statewide plan for b=
| EPHT April- 2004

EPHT staff at the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hy-
gieng and contributors 1o this newsiatter:

Phil Heard, Environmental Health Advisar
Maryland Department of the Environmient

Parveeza Shaikh, Database Specialist
Information Resources Management Administration

Rashid Malik, GIS Analyst) Programmer Analyst
Information Resources Management Administration

Prince &, k. Kassm, Ph,D., Chiaf

Division of Envircnhmental Chemistry

Laboratanies Administratien
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